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As a religion concerned with universal liberation, Zen grew out of a Buddhist worldview very different from
the currently prevalent scientific materialism. Indeed, says Taigen Dan Leighton, Zen cannot be fully
understood outside of a worldview that sees reality itself as a vital, dynamic agent of awareness and healing.
In this book, Leighton explicates that worldview through the writings of the Zen master Eihei D?gen (1200-
1253), considered the founder of the Japanese S?t? Zen tradition, which currently enjoys increasing
popularity in the West.

The Lotus Sutra, arguably the most important Buddhist scripture in East Asia, contains a famous story about
bodhisattvas (enlightening beings) who emerge from under the earth to preserve and expound the Lotus
teaching in the distant future. The story reveals that the Buddha only appears to pass away, but actually has
been practicing, and will continue to do so, over an inconceivably long life span.

Leighton traces commentaries on the Lotus Sutra from a range of key East Asian Buddhist thinkers,
including Daosheng, Zhiyi, Zhanran, Saigyo, My?e, Nichiren, Hakuin, and Ry?kan. But his main focus is
Eihei D?gen, the 13th century Japanese S?t? Zen founder who imported Zen from China, and whose profuse,
provocative, and poetic writings are important to the modern expansion of Buddhism to the West.

D?gen's use of this sutra expresses the critical role of Mahayana vision and imagination as the context of Zen
teaching, and his interpretations of this story furthermore reveal his dynamic worldview of the earth, space,
and time themselves as vital agents of spiritual awakening.

Leighton argues that D?gen uses the images and metaphors in this story to express his own religious
worldview, in which earth, space, and time are lively agents in the bodhisattva project. Broader awareness of
D?gen's worldview and its implications, says Leighton, can illuminate the possibilities for contemporary
approaches to primary Mahayana concepts and practices.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Lockwood:

This Visions of Awakening Space and Time: Dogen and the Lotus Sutra are reliable for you who want to be
a successful person, why. The reason why of this Visions of Awakening Space and Time: Dogen and the
Lotus Sutra can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed you with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book
will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people.
Beside that this Visions of Awakening Space and Time: Dogen and the Lotus Sutra giving you an enormous
of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your
day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Richard Linneman:

The reason? Because this Visions of Awakening Space and Time: Dogen and the Lotus Sutra is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Allison Price:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On
the list of books in the top collection in your reading list will be Visions of Awakening Space and Time:
Dogen and the Lotus Sutra. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Nancy Figaro:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Visions of Awakening Space and Time: Dogen and the Lotus Sutra can



make you really feel more interested to read.
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