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“Reality Squared develops the scholarly discussion of the aesthetic of realism, documentary conventions, and

modes of television broadcasting, in sophisticated new directions.  Friedman’s historical perspective is

especially valuable since so much discussion of the new aesthetic of realism on television fails to take into

account similar trends throughout television history.”—Ellen Seiter, professor of communication, University

of California at San Diego

“Reality Squared offers a rich variety of insights into the way television and new media make us believe in

the worlds they represent. Spanning across the decades of early live TV to contemporary digital culture, this

volume is an important history, not only of media but alsoof our perception of reality itself.”—Lynn Spigel,

University of Southern California and author of Welcome to the Dreamhouse 

Through the 1980s and 1990s, the television industry and its critics have identified and promoted the re-

emergence of “reality-based” television. During the past two decades, this type of programming has come to

play a major role in both production decisions and network strategy. At the beginning of the twenty-first

century, viewers’ desire for “reality TV” shows no signs of diminishing, as evidenced by the meteoric rise of

shows such as Who Wants to be a Millionaire, Survivor, and MTV’s Real World. 

Although debates concerning the relationship between representational media and reality have

occupied scholars and artists for quite some time, a surprisingly small number of books have examined this

subject. As the title suggests, Reality Squared examines the representation of reality within the squared

televisual viewing frame, as

well as the exponential growth of these representational programs on broadcast, cable TV, and even beyond,

to the worldwide web. The contributors approach the issues surrounding television and reality from a wide

range of theoretical and methodological perspectives. Topics include: the internet, the impact of global news

events, weather predictions on the Weather Channel, and the representation of criminality on America’s

Most Wanted. This diverse volume contributes to the ongoing conversation about reality and representation,

history and fiction, text and context, and the “inside” and “outside” of that box we call television.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Huynh:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question mainly
because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Reality Squared:
Televisual Discourse on the Real (Communications, Media, and Culture Series) to read.

Mary Olive:

The experience that you get from Reality Squared: Televisual Discourse on the Real (Communications,
Media, and Culture Series) is the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more
you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Reality Squared:
Televisual Discourse on the Real (Communications, Media, and Culture Series) giving you joy feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who
read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Reality Squared: Televisual Discourse
on the Real (Communications, Media, and Culture Series) instantly.

Jonathan Ouzts:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Reality Squared: Televisual Discourse on the Real (Communications, Media, and Culture Series) your brain
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely
might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Reality Squared: Televisual Discourse
on the Real (Communications, Media, and Culture Series) giving you one more experience more than blown
away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us present to
you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at
it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Robin Lawrence:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Reality Squared: Televisual Discourse on
the Real (Communications, Media, and Culture Series) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your
own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to



make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be
1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the guide Reality Squared: Televisual
Discourse on the Real (Communications, Media, and Culture Series) can to be your friend when you're truly
feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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