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Practicing Scripture is an original and detailed history of one of the most successful religious movements of
late imperial China, the Non-Action Teachings, or Wuweijiao, from its beginnings in the late sixteenth
century in the prefectures of southern Zhejiang to the middle of the twentieth century, when communist
repression dealt it a crippling blow. Uncovering important data on its beliefs and practices, Barend ter Haar
paints a wholly new picture of the group, which, despite its Daoist-sounding name, was a deeply devout lay
Buddhist movement whose adherents rejected the worship of statues and ancestors while venerating the
writings of Patriarch Luo (fl. early sixteenth century), a soldier-turned-lay-Buddhist. The texts, written in
vernacular Chinese and known as the Five Books in Six Volumes, mix personal experiences, religious views,
and a wealth of quotations from the Buddhist canon. Ter Haar convincingly demonstrates that the Non-
Action Teachings was not messianic or millenarian in orientation and had nothing to do with other new
religious groups and networks traditionally labelled as White Lotus Teachings.It combined Chan and Pure
Land practices with a strong self-identity and vegetarianism and actively insisted on the right of free practice.
Members of the movement created a foundation myth in which Ming (1368-1644) emperor Zhengde
bestowed the right upon their mythical forefather. In addition, they produced an imperial proclamation
whereby Emperor Kangxi of the Qing (1645-1911) granted the group similar privileges. Thanks to its expert
handling of a great number and variety of extant sources, Practicing Scripture depicts one of the few lay
movements in traditional China that can be understood in some depth, both in terms of its religious content
and history and its social environment. The work will be welcomed by China specialists in religious and
Buddhist studies and social history.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Villegas:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible
Practicing Scripture? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time
along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Yvonne Matz:

The book Practicing Scripture make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable
more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together
with your subject. If you can make studying a book Practicing Scripture to get your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You can know everything if you like open and read a guide Practicing Scripture. Kinds of book are several.
It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Brian Robinson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Practicing Scripture
suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled
Practicing Scriptureis the main of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired
a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever
know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily
to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world
now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Clifford McDaniel:

The book Practicing Scripture has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
gain. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write this
book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.
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