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Considered by many to be the best political thriller ever made, The Manchurian Candidate is as entertaining,
troubling, and relevant today as it was in 1962. Starring Frank Sinatra, Laurence Harvey, and Angela
Lansbury, and directed with probing insight by John Frankenheimer, the film was widely acclaimed as a
masterpiece. Largely out of circulation for the next two decades, it acquired a well-deserved cult following
until it was rereleased during the last year of the Reagan presidency, when its pointed satire of political and
media manipulation seemed more timely than ever. In What Have They Built You to Do?—a key line of
dialogue from the original film—Matthew Frye Jacobson and Gaspar González undertake an ambitious
reexamination of The Manchurian Candidate, the 1959 novel by Richard Condon on which it was based,
and—critically analyzed here for the first time—the 2004 remake directed by Jonathan Demme. Based on
close readings of the film and broad investigations into the eras in which it was made and rediscovered, the
authors decode the many layers of meaning within and surrounding the film, from the contradictions of the
Cold War it both embodies and parodies—McCarthyism and Kennedy liberalism, individualism and
conformity—to its construction of Asian villains, overbearing women, and male heroes in a society anxious
about race, gender, and sexuality. Through their multifaceted analysis of The Manchurian Candidate (in all
its incarnations), Jacobson and González raise provocative questions about power and anxiety in American
politics and society from the Cold War to today.Matthew Frye Jacobson teaches American studies at Yale
University. His books include Roots Too: White Ethnic Revival in Post–Civil Rights America. Gaspar
González is an independent scholar and journalist in Miami. He has taught American studies at Yale
University and film studies at the University of Miami.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Berube:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take What Have They Built You to Do?: The
Manchurian Candidate and Cold War America as the daily resource information.

Ernest Poole:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from that. 1
activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on and
with addition info. Even you love What Have They Built You to Do?: The Manchurian Candidate and Cold
War America, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Neil Espinoza:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This What Have They Built You to
Do?: The Manchurian Candidate and Cold War America can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common
not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Gerard Norman:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring and also can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important
for yourself. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this What Have They Built You to Do?: The Manchurian
Candidate and Cold War America can make you experience more interested to read.
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