
Hitler's Turkestani Soldiers: A History of the
162nd (Turkistan) Infantry Division

Paolo A. Dossena

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=1909982733
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=1909982733
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=1909982733


Hitler's Turkestani Soldiers: A History of the 162nd
(Turkistan) Infantry Division

Paolo A. Dossena

Hitler's Turkestani Soldiers: A History of the 162nd (Turkistan) Infantry Division Paolo A. Dossena
This is the story of the 162nd (Turkistan) Infantry Division, a World War II German division composed of
Central Asian Turkistanis. The book covers the political background (pan-Turkism) of the founders of this
unit in German service, debunks some historical myths surrounding it (the ‘Nazi Mysteries’) and focuses on
the most crucial events in the history of the division, the Gottschee battle (Slovenia) and the 'great winter
mopping up' (northern Italy).

Pan-Turkish activists were prime movers in organizing Turkistani military units in German uniform. These
men were completely unrelated to the occultist/esoteric beliefs, followed by some top Nazi leaders such as
Heinrich Himmler or Alfred Rosenberg. The Pan-Turkish activists recruited the soldiers from Soviet POWs
in Hitler’s hands. Not all of the former prisoners were volunteers, some were forced to join, while a huge
number of Soviet soldiers enlisted in order to survive German captivity (where a large number of their
comrades had died because of ill treatment or starvation.) Another huge problem was that Pan-Turkism is
something different from Kemalism (Turkish-Anatolian secular and Jacobin nationalism), the former being
the political movement aiming at the political union of all Turkic-speaking populations. This is why the
German ambassador to Ankara reported that he thought that the Turkish Government might even be
embarrassed by open Pan-Turk propaganda from Berlin. Despite this, four main Turkish or partially Turkish
units in German uniform were formed. These units were part of the ‘Eastern Troops’, whose Soviet
personnel (Baltics, Slavs, Caucasians, Turkmen etc) were integrated into the German forces.

It seems that the largest formation of the Eastern Troops in German service was the 162nd (Turkistan)
Infantry Division. The most crucial event in the history of this formation was the 'great winter mopping up'
(November 1944–January 1945). This operation (the clearing of Italian partisan independent republics which
had been set up in the Northern Apennine mountains) was the greatest German anti-partisan action in
Western Europe and one of the greatest anti-partisan operations of World War II. The author undertook a
massive field investigation to determine what happened in the mountains. He reached the conclusion that the
Turkistani soldiers were victims twice over: as Easterners they were regarded as inferior beings by their Nazi
masters, as non-Communists, they were regarded as traitors by the Allies. All of this explains why the life
and the fate of these Turkmen was absolutely tragic.

The author presents a detailed textual history accompanied by over 200 rare photographs, including a large
number that are previously unpublished.
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From reader reviews:

Cora Morrell:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Hitler's Turkestani Soldiers: A History of the 162nd (Turkistan)
Infantry Division. Try to make book Hitler's Turkestani Soldiers: A History of the 162nd (Turkistan) Infantry
Division as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Stanley Roman:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Hitler's Turkestani Soldiers: A History of the 162nd
(Turkistan) Infantry Division as your daily resource information.

Robert Hay:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this Hitler's Turkestani Soldiers: A History of the 162nd (Turkistan) Infantry Division, it is possible
to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different
ones, make them reading a guide.

Kelly Mays:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Hitler's Turkestani Soldiers: A History of the 162nd (Turkistan) Infantry Division we can
acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a



book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life
with that book Hitler's Turkestani Soldiers: A History of the 162nd (Turkistan) Infantry Division. You can
more pleasing than now.
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