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From Publishers Weekly Florida Grace Shepherd is another of Smith's spirited Southern women of humble
background (Fair and Tender Ladies, etc.) who are destined to endure difficult and often tragic times.
Instantly appealing by virtue of her distinctive narrative voice, which is iconoclastic and free from self-pity,
Grace is the daughter of Virgil Shepherd, a self-styled minister who spreads the gospel in revival meetings
by means of serpent handling and personal charisma. Even as a child, "Gracie" hates her father's insistence
on constant prayer, poverty and the need to see God's benevolent "testing" in every hardship to which he
subjects his family. As she matures, she realizes that her father is a compulsive womanizer who excuses his
frequent lapses by claiming that God forgives him whenever he "backslides." Though his behavior
eventually drives her mother to suicide, it takes longer for Grace herself to escape her father's psychic
clutches. She is seduced by a half-brother at 14 and at 17 marries a melancholy 42-year-old preacher; she has
two children and succumbs to an adulterous affair. Smith has great empathy for the poor, uneducated country
people who yearn for a transcendent message to infuse their lives with spiritual meaning, and she
demonstrates clearly how an aberrant individual like Virgil can attract fervent followers. She is less
successful than usual in winning sympathy for her flawed heroine, however. Although she makes
understandable the reasons for Grace's shallow personality and shows how a lifetime of sexual repression
can trigger infidelity, Grace's abandonment of her children seems implausible, and her suffering never
achieves a convincing poignancy. Literary Guild selection. Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.
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From reader reviews:

James Miguel:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Saving Grace. All type of book
can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Jessica Garcia:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question simply because just
their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Saving Grace to read.

Margaret Boyer:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Saving Grace
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled
Saving Graceis a single of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever
know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now.
To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Michael Berube:

Beside this kind of Saving Grace in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Saving
Grace because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the
item? Find this book along with read it from today!
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