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A groundbreaking blend of ethnographic fieldwork and American Indian oral history by a pioneering female
anthropologist. Anthropologist Ruth M. Underhill (1883 1984), a widely acknowledged expert on Native
American life, published The Autobiography of a Papago Woman in 1936, the first-known oral history of an
American Indian woman. The story of Maria Chona, a Papago (Tohono O'odham) woman, is a sequence of
intimate episodes and crises from her traditional and nontraditional life, including childbearing, marriages,
family and reservation life, song making, and knowledge of practical medicine. The strong Papago fear of
women's impurity restricted her, and all females, from having an active role in ceremonial life, yet her
independent spirit and dynamic personality led her to challenge tribal taboos.

The rare autobiography of Chona, which forms the core of this historically significant case study, appears in
Part II of Papago Woman. Underhill adds interpretive analysis, historical background, and absorbing
ethnological descriptions in Part I as well as commentary on Papago views on child training, women, love,
and the continuing effects of Roosevelt's New Deal in Part III.

Useful student study questions (by Catherine Lavender) are included.

Visit waveland.com for a complete list of modern and classic ethnographies on Apache, Navajo, Pueblo,
Papago, Shoshone, Comanche, Crow, and other American Indian cultures.
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From reader reviews:

James Dungan:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Papago Woman: An Intimate Portrait of American Indian Culture.
Try to stumble through book Papago Woman: An Intimate Portrait of American Indian Culture as your close
friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience
along with knowledge with this book.

Blake Nixon:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that
question since just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Papago Woman: An
Intimate Portrait of American Indian Culture to read.

Joseph Southard:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Papago Woman: An Intimate Portrait of American Indian Culture, it is possible to tells your family, friends
and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Bethany Archie:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you read
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Papago Woman: An Intimate Portrait of American Indian Culture will give you a new experience in reading



a book.
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