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Peter McAuslan heeded Mormon missionaries spreading the faith in his native Scotland in the mid-1840s.
The uncertainty his family faced in a rapidly industrializing economy, the political turmoil erupting across
Europe, the welter of competing religions—all were signs of the imminent end of time, the missionaries
warned. For those who would journey to a new Zion in the American West, opportunity and spiritual
redemption awaited. When McAuslan converted in 1848, he believed he had a found a faith that would give
his life meaning.

A few years later, McAuslan and his family left Scotland for Utah, but soon after he arrived, his doubts grew
about the religious community he had joined so wholeheartedly. Historian Polly Aird tells the story of how
McAuslan first embraced, then came to question, and ultimately renounced the Mormon faith and left Utah.
It would be the most courageous act of his life.

In Mormon Convert, Mormon Defector, Aird tells of Scottish emigrants who endured a harrowing
transatlantic and transcontinental journey to join their brethren in the valley of the Great Salt Lake. But to
McAuslan and others like him, the Promised Land of Salt Lake City turned out to be quite different from
what was promised: droughts and plagues of locusts destroyed crops and brought on famine, and U.S. Army
troops threatened on the borders. Mormon leaders responded with fiery sermons attributing their trials to
divine retribution for backsliding and sin. When the leaders countenanced violence and demanded absolute
obedience, Peter McAuslan decided to abandon his adopted faith. With his family, and escorted by a U.S.
Army detachment for protection, he fled to California.

Mormon Convert, Mormon Defector reveals the tumultuous 1850s in Utah and the West in vivid detail.
Drawing on McAuslan’s writings and other archival sources, Aird offers a rare interior portrait of a man in
whom religious fervor warred with indignation at absolutist religious authorities and fear for the
consequences of dissension. In so doing, she brings to life a dramatic but little-known period of American
history.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Ruiz:

Here thing why this specific Mormon Convert, Mormon Defector: A Scottish Immigrant in the American
West, 1848–1861 are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Mormon Convert, Mormon
Defector: A Scottish Immigrant in the American West, 1848–1861 giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Mormon Convert,
Mormon Defector: A Scottish Immigrant in the American West, 1848–1861. It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in
your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the
form of Mormon Convert, Mormon Defector: A Scottish Immigrant in the American West, 1848–1861 in e-
book can be your option.

Eddie Drennan:

Exactly why? Because this Mormon Convert, Mormon Defector: A Scottish Immigrant in the American
West, 1848–1861 is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter
it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also
write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique
but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore
or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Jason Valladares:

This Mormon Convert, Mormon Defector: A Scottish Immigrant in the American West, 1848–1861 is brand
new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in
reading this Mormon Convert, Mormon Defector: A Scottish Immigrant in the American West, 1848–1861
can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web
form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So
there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.

Tessa Krieger:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Mormon Convert, Mormon Defector: A Scottish



Immigrant in the American West, 1848–1861 was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book Mormon Convert, Mormon Defector: A Scottish Immigrant in the American West,
1848–1861 has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally
and try to like reading this.
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