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In Thomas Jefferson's time, white Americans were bedeviled by a moral dilemma unyielding to reason and
sentiment: what to do about the presence of black slaves and free Indians. That Jefferson himself was caught
between his own soaring rhetoric and private behavior toward blacks has long been known. But the tortured
duality of his attitude toward Indians is only now being unearthed.

In this landmark history, Anthony Wallace takes us on a tour of discovery to unexplored regions of
Jefferson's mind. There, the bookish Enlightenment scholar--collector of Indian vocabularies, excavator of
ancient burial mounds, chronicler of the eloquence of America's native peoples, and mourner of their tragic
fate--sits uncomfortably close to Jefferson the imperialist and architect of Indian removal. Impelled by the
necessity of expanding his agrarian republic, he became adept at putting a philosophical gloss on his policy
of encroachment, threats of war, and forced land cessions--a policy that led, eventually, to cultural genocide.

In this compelling narrative, we see how Jefferson's close relationships with frontier fighters and Indian
agents, land speculators and intrepid explorers, European travelers, missionary scholars, and the chiefs of
many Indian nations all complicated his views of the rights and claims of the first Americans. Lavishly
illustrated with scenes and portraits from the period, Jefferson and the Indians adds a troubled dimension to
one of the most enigmatic figures of American history, and to one of its most shameful legacies.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Mendes:

The ability that you get from Jefferson and the Indians: The Tragic Fate of the First Americans may be the
more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Jefferson and the Indians: The Tragic Fate of the First
Americans giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can
be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific Jefferson and
the Indians: The Tragic Fate of the First Americans instantly.

Cynthia Medina:

The e-book with title Jefferson and the Indians: The Tragic Fate of the First Americans contains a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new know-
how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere
you want.

Carrie Mathis:

Jefferson and the Indians: The Tragic Fate of the First Americans can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Jefferson and the Indians: The Tragic Fate of the First Americans nevertheless doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Dwight Richardson:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
called of book Jefferson and the Indians: The Tragic Fate of the First Americans. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other
place.
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