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Broadening our understanding of what constitutes "realism," Nicolas Witschi artfully demonstrates
the linkage of American literary realism to the texts, myths, and resources of the American West.

From Gold Rush romances to cowboy Westerns, from hard-boiled detective thrillers to nature writing, the
American West has long been known mainly through hackneyed representations in popular genres. But a
close look at the literary history of the West reveals a number of writers who claim that their works represent
the "real" West. As Nicolas Witschi shows, writers as varied as Bret Harte, John Muir, Frank Norris, Mary
Austin, and Raymond Chandler have used claims of textual realism to engage, replicate, or challenge
commonly held assumptions about the West, while historically acknowledged realists like William Dean
Howells and Mark Twain have often relied on genre-derived impressions about the region.

The familiar association of the West with nature and the "great outdoors" implies that life in the West affords
an unambiguous relationship with an unalloyed, non-human, real nature. But through a combination of
textual scholarship, genre criticism, and materialist cultural studies, Witschi complicates this notion of wide
open spaces and unfettered opportunity. The West has been the primary source of raw materials for
American industrial and economic expansion, especially between the California Gold Rush and World War
II, and Witschi argues that the writers he examines exist within the intersections of cultural and material
modes of production. Realistic depictions of Western nature, he concludes, must rely on the representation of
the extraction of material resources like minerals, water, and oil.

With its forays into ecocriticism and cultural studies, Traces of Gold will appeal to students and scholars of
American literature, American studies, and western history.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Head:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Traces of Gold: California's Natural Resources and the Claim
to Realism in Western American Literature (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism).

William Emmer:

This Traces of Gold: California's Natural Resources and the Claim to Realism in Western American
Literature (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you
will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Traces of
Gold: California's Natural Resources and the Claim to Realism in Western American Literature (Amer Lit
Realism & Naturalism) without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Traces of Gold: California's Natural Resources and the Claim to
Realism in Western American Literature (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) can bring any time you are and
not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop
even telephone. This Traces of Gold: California's Natural Resources and the Claim to Realism in Western
American Literature (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you
will not sense uninterested in reading.

Tamiko Harmon:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this Traces of Gold:
California's Natural Resources and the Claim to Realism in Western American Literature (Amer Lit Realism
& Naturalism).

Steven Murray:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare?



Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but novel and Traces of Gold: California's Natural Resources and the
Claim to Realism in Western American Literature (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) or even others sources
were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and
more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping
them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes Traces of
Gold: California's Natural Resources and the Claim to Realism in Western American Literature (Amer Lit
Realism & Naturalism) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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