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Before there was the astute detective Sherlock Holmes and his capable compatriot Watson, there was the
opinionated Everyman John Smith. In 1883, when he was just twenty-three, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle wrote
The Narrative of John Smith while he was living in Portsmouth and struggling to establish himself as both a
doctor and a writer. He had already succeeded in having a number of short stories published in leading
magazines of the day, such as Blackwood’s, All the Year Round, London Society, and the Boy’s Own
Paper—but as was the accepted practice of literary journals of the time, his stories had been published
anonymously. Thus, Conan Doyle knew that in order to truly establish his name as a writer, he would have to
write a novel. That novel—the first he ever wrote and only now published for the first time—is The
Narrative of John Smith.
 
Many of the themes and stylistic tropes of his later writing, including his first Sherlock Holmes story, A
Study in Scarlet—published in 1887—can be clearly seen. More a series of ruminations than a traditional
novel, The Narrative of John Smith is of considerable biographical importance and provides an exceptional
window into the mind of the creator of Sherlock Holmes. Through John Smith, a fifty-year-old man confined
to his room by an attack of gout, Conan Doyle sets down his thoughts and opinions on a range of
subjects—including literature, science, religion, war, and education—with no detectable insecurity or
diffidence. His writing is full of bravado.
 
Though unfinished, The Narrative of John Smith stands as a fascinating record of the early work of a man on
his way to being one of the best-known authors in the world. This book will be welcomed with enthusiasm
by the numerous Conan Doyle devotees.
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From reader reviews:

Traci Daniels:

The guide untitled The Narrative of John Smith is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see
the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book
of The Narrative of John Smith from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Agatha Roughton:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This The Narrative of John Smith is
simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read
it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.

Eulalia Perry:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This particular The Narrative of John Smith can give you a lot of pals
because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information
that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Narrative of John Smith.

Francis Corder:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Narrative of John Smith was colorful and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Narrative of John Smith has many kinds or category.
Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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