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This book addresses the mathematical rationality contained in the making of string figures. It does so by
using interdisciplinary methods borrowed from anthropology, mathematics, history and philosophy of
mathematics. The practice of string figure-making has long been carried out in many societies, and
particularly in those of oral tradition. It consists in applying a succession of operations to a string (knotted
into a loop), mostly using the fingers and sometimes the feet, the wrists or the mouth. This succession of
operations is intended to generate a final figure. The book explores different modes of conceptualization of
the practice of string figure-making and analyses various source material through these conceptual tools: it
looks at research by mathematicians, as well as ethnographical publications, and personal fieldwork findings
in the Chaco, Paraguay, and in the Trobriand Islands, Papua New Guinea, which all give evidence of the
rationality that underlies this activity. It concludes that the creation of string figures may be seen as the result
of intellectual processes, involving the elaboration of algorithms, and concepts such as operation, sub-
procedure, iteration, and transformation.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Poteat:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled String Figures as Mathematics?: An Anthropological
Approach to String Figure-making in Oral Tradition Societies (Studies in History and Philosophy of
Science). Try to stumble through book String Figures as Mathematics?: An Anthropological Approach to
String Figure-making in Oral Tradition Societies (Studies in History and Philosophy of Science) as your
buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with
this book.

Rodney Hussey:

This book untitled String Figures as Mathematics?: An Anthropological Approach to String Figure-making
in Oral Tradition Societies (Studies in History and Philosophy of Science) to be one of several books which
best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You
will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Antonia Parham:

String Figures as Mathematics?: An Anthropological Approach to String Figure-making in Oral Tradition
Societies (Studies in History and Philosophy of Science) can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing String
Figures as Mathematics?: An Anthropological Approach to String Figure-making in Oral Tradition Societies
(Studies in History and Philosophy of Science) although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Laurie Dunn:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This String Figures as Mathematics?: An
Anthropological Approach to String Figure-making in Oral Tradition Societies (Studies in History and



Philosophy of Science) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out
of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these guides have than the others?
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