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From the antiquity of Homer to yesterday's Naked Lunch, writers have found inspiration, and readers have
lost themselves, in a world of the imagination tinged and oftentimes transformed by drugs. The age-old
association of literature and drugs receives its first comprehensive treatment in this far-reaching work.
Drawing on history, science, biography, literary analysis, and ethnography, Marcus Boon shows that the
concept of drugs is fundamentally interdisciplinary, and reveals how different sets of connections between
disciplines configure each drug's unique history.

In chapters on opiates, anesthetics, cannabis, stimulants, and psychedelics, Boon traces the history of the
relationship between writers and specific drugs, and between these drugs and literary and philosophical
traditions. With reference to the usual suspects from De Quincey to Freud to Irvine Welsh and with
revelations about others such as Milton, Voltaire, Thoreau, and Sartre, The Road of Excess provides a novel
and persuasive characterization of the "effects" of each class of drug--linking narcotic addiction to Gnostic
spirituality, stimulant use to writing machines, anesthesia to transcendental philosophy, and psychedelics to
the problem of the imaginary itself. Creating a vast network of texts, personalities, and chemicals, the book
reveals the ways in which minute shifts among these elements have resulted in "drugs" and "literature" as we
conceive of them today.
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From reader reviews:

Greta Harty:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly because just
their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific The Road of Excess: A History of
Writers on Drugs to read.

Nathaniel Thomas:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Road of Excess: A History of Writers
on Drugs, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Adam Youngblood:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book.
When you examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can
read education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us
novel, comics, as well as soon. The The Road of Excess: A History of Writers on Drugs will give you a new
experience in looking at a book.

Leola Grant:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book The Road of Excess: A
History of Writers on Drugs to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book
and go through it. Beside that the book The Road of Excess: A History of Writers on Drugs can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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