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Few American social programs have been more unpopular, controversial, or costly than Aid to Families with
Dependent Children (AFDC). Its budget, now in the tens of billions of dollars, has become a prominent
target for welfare reformers and outraged citizens. Indeed, if public opinion ruled, AFDC would be discarded
entirely and replaced with employment. Yet it persists. Steven Teles's provocative study reveals why and
tells us what we should do about it.

Teles argues that, over the last thirty years, political debate on AFDC has been dominated by an impasse
created by what he calls "ideological dissensus" an enduring conflict between opposing cultural elites that
have largely disregarded public opinion. Thus, he contends, one must examine the origins and persistence of
elite conflict in order to fully comprehend AFDC's immunity to the reform it truly needs-the kind that unites
the elements of order, equality, and individualism central to the American creed.

One of the first studies to analyze AFDC from a "New Democrat" position, Whose Welfare? sheds new light
on the controversial role of the courts in AFDC, the rise of welfare waivers in the mid 1980s, the failure of
the Clinton welfare plan, and the victory of block-granting over policy-oriented welfare reform.

Teles, however, goes beyond mere critical analysis to advocate specific approaches to reform. His thoughtful
call for compromise built around the centrality of work, individual responsibility, and opportunity offers a
means for dissolving dissensus and genuine hope for changing an outdated and ineffectual welfare system.

Based on interviews with participants in the AFDC policymaking process as well as an unparalleled
synthesis of the voluminous AFDC literature, Whose Welfare? will appeal to a wide array of welfare
scholars, policymakers, and citizens eager to better understand the tumultuous history of this problematic
program and how it might fare in the wake of the fall elections.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Williams:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet
and the resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How many people
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Whose Welfare: AFDC and Elite Politics
(Studies in Government and Public Policy) book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

John Harrison:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge
disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Whose Welfare: AFDC and
Elite Politics (Studies in Government and Public Policy) as your daily resource information.

Valerie Herrera:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Whose Welfare: AFDC and Elite Politics
(Studies in Government and Public Policy) was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book Whose Welfare: AFDC and Elite Politics (Studies in Government and Public Policy) has many
kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and
think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you
feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.

Margaret Phillips:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real
their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Whose Welfare: AFDC and Elite Politics (Studies in Government and Public Policy) can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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