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Midway between Billings, Montana, and Yellowstone National Park, tourists encounter the quaint little town
of Red Lodge. Here one may see cowboys, Indians, and mountain men roaming a downtown that's on the
National Register of Historic Places, attend a rodeo on the 4th of July, or join in a celebration of immigrants
during the annual "Festival of Nations." One would hardly guess that until recently Red Lodge was really a
down-and-out coal-mining town or that it was populated mainly by white Americans.

In many ways, Red Lodge is typical of western towns that have created new interpretations of their pasts in
order to attract tourists through a mix of public pageants and old-timey facades. In The Evolving West,
Montana-born Bonnie Christensen tells how Red Lodge reinvented itself and shows that the "history" a
community chooses to celebrate may be only loosely based on what actually happened in the town's past.

Tracing the story of Red Lodge from the 1880s to the present, Christensen tells how a mining town managed
to endure the vagaries of the West's unpredictable extractive-industries economy. She connects Red Lodge to
a myriad of larger events and historical forces to show how national and regional influences have contributed
to the development of local identities, exploring how and why westerners first rejected and then embraced
"western" images, and how ethnicity, wilderness, and historic preservation became part of the identity that
defined one town.

Christensen takes us behind the main street facades of Red Lodge to tell a story of salesmanship, adaptation,
and survival. Combining oral histories, newspapers, government records, and even minutes of organization
meetings, she shows not only how people have used different interpretations of the past to create a sense of
themselves in the present, but also how public memory is created and re-created.

Christensen's shrewd analysis transcends one place to illuminate broader trends in the region and offer a
clearer understanding of the motivations behind the creation of "theme towns" throughout America. By
explaining how and why we choose various versions of the past to fit who we want to be—and who we want
others to think we are—she helps us learn more about the role of myths and myth-making in American
communities, and in the process learn a little more about ourselves.
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From reader reviews:

Earnestine Marcus:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Red Lodge and the Mythic West: Coal
Miners to Cowboys as the daily resource information.

Leslie Padilla:

Typically the book Red Lodge and the Mythic West: Coal Miners to Cowboys has a lot associated with on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Louis McCarthy:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among
the books in the top listing in your reading list will be Red Lodge and the Mythic West: Coal Miners to
Cowboys. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person.
By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Elaine Davenport:

You may get this Red Lodge and the Mythic West: Coal Miners to Cowboys by look at the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.
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