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Ranging over 2,500 years, Cities in Civilization is a tribute to the city as the birthplace of Western
civilization. Drawing on the contributions of economists and geographers, of cultural, technological, and
social historians, Sir Peter Hall examines twenty-one cities at their greatest moments. Hall describes the
achievements of these golden ages and outlines the precise combinations of forces -- both universal and local
-- that led to each city's belle epoque.

Hall identifies four distinct expressions of civic innovation: artistic growth, technological progress, the
marriage of culture and technology, and solutions to evolving problems. Descriptions of Periclean Athens,
Renaissance Florence, Elizabethan London, and nineteenth-century Vienna bring to life those seedbeds of
artistic and intellectual creativity. Explorations of Manchester during the Industrial Revolution, of Henry
Ford's Detroit, and of Palo Alto at the dawn of the computer age highlight centers of technological advances.
Tales of the creation of Los Angeles' movie industry and the birth of the blues and rock 'n' roll in Memphis
depict the marriage of culture and technology.

Finally, Hall celebrates cities that have been forced to solve problems created by their very size. With
Imperial Rome came the apartment block and aqueduct; nineteenth-century London introduced policing,
prisons, and sewers; twentieth-century New York developed the skyscraper; and Los Angeles became the
first city without a center, a city ruled instead by the car. And in a fascinating conclusion, Hall speculates on
urban creativity in the twenty-first century.

This penetrating study reveals not only the lives of cities but also the lives of the people who built them and
created the civilizations within them. A decade in the making, Cities in Civilization is the definitive account
of the culture of cities.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Howard:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
sense happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Cities in Civilization is
kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Patricia Welling:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this Cities in
Civilization.

Hubert Smith:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire
day to reading a e-book. The book Cities in Civilization it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people
who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Devin Glass:

The reason? Because this Cities in Civilization is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach.
So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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