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The history of voting rights in America is a checkerboard marked by dogged progress against persistent
prejudice toward an expanding inclusiveness. The Supreme Court decision in Smith v. Allwright is a crucial
chapter in that broader story and marked a major turning point for the modern civil rights movement. Charles
Zelden's concise and thoughtful retelling of this episode reveals why.

Denied membership in the Texas Democratic Party by popular consensus, party rules, and (from 1923 to
1927) state statutes, Texas blacks were routinely turned away from voting in the Democratic primary in the
first decades of the twentieth century. Given that Texas was a one-party state and that the primary effectively
determined who held office, this meant the total exclusion of Texas blacks from the political process. This
practice went unchecked until 1940, when Lonnie Smith, a black dentist from Houston, fought his exclusion
by election judge S. E. Allwright in the 1940 Democratic Primary. Defeated in the lower courts, Smith
finally found justice in the U.S. Supreme Court, which ruled 8-1 that the Democratic Party and its primary
were not "private and voluntary" and, thus, were duly bound by constitutional protections governing the
electoral process and the rights of all citizens.

While the initial impetus of the case may have been the wish of one man to exercise his right to vote, the real
meaning of Smith's challenge to the Texas all white primary lies at the heart of the entire civil rights
revolution. One of the first significant victories for the NAACP's newly formed Legal Defense Fund against
Jim Crow segregation, it provided the conceptual foundation which underlay Thurgood Marshall's successful
arguments in Brown v. Board of Education. It was also viewed by Marshall, looking back on a long and
storied career, as one of his most important personal victories.

As Zelden shows, the Smith decision attacked the intractable heart of segregation, as it redrew the boundary
between public and private action in constitutional law and laid the groundwork for many civil rights cases to
come. It also redefined the Court's involvement in what had been a hands-off area of "political questions"
and foreshadowed its participation in voter reapportionment cases.

A landmark case in the evolution of Southern race relations and politics and for voting rights in general,
Smith also provides a telling example of how the clash between national concerns and local priorities often
acts as a lightning rod for resolving controversial issues. Zelden's lucid account of the controversies and
conflicts surrounding Smith should refine and reinvigorate our understanding of a crucial moment in
American history.
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From reader reviews:

James Conner:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The Battle for the Black
Ballot: Smith v. Allwright and the Defeat of the Texas All White Primary (Landmark Law Cases and
American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) is kind of publication which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

George Hinnenkamp:

This The Battle for the Black Ballot: Smith v. Allwright and the Defeat of the Texas All White Primary
(Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) are reliable for
you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Battle for the Black
Ballot: Smith v. Allwright and the Defeat of the Texas All White Primary (Landmark Law Cases and
American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) can be one of the great books you must have
is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that
maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Battle for the Black Ballot: Smith
v. Allwright and the Defeat of the Texas All White Primary (Landmark Law Cases and American Society)
(Landmark Law Cases & American Society) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Laurel Ramer:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a reserve. The book The Battle for the Black Ballot: Smith v. Allwright and the Defeat of the Texas
All White Primary (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American
Society) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book.
You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book
possesses high quality.



Carlos Moses:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic
as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Battle for the Black Ballot: Smith v. Allwright
and the Defeat of the Texas All White Primary (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark
Law Cases & American Society) why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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