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In 1960, 97 percent of private pilots were men. More than half a century later, this figure has barely changed.
In Weekend Pilots, Alan Meyer provides an engaging account of the post-World War II aviation community.
Drawing on public records, trade association journals, newspaper accounts, and private papers and
interviews, Meyer takes readers inside a white, male circle of the initiated that required exceptionally high
skill levels, that celebrated facing and overcoming risk, and that encouraged fierce personal independence.

The Second World War proved an important turning point in popularizing private aviation. Military flight
schools and postwar GI-Bill flight training swelled the ranks of private pilots with hundreds of thousands of
young, mostly middle-class men. Formal flight instruction screened and acculturated aspiring fliers to meet a
masculine norm that traced its roots to prewar barnstorming and wartime combat training. After the war, the
aviation community’s response to aircraft designs played a significant part in the technological development
of personal planes.

Meyer also considers the community of pilots outside the cockpit?from the time-honored tradition of "hangar
flying" at local airports to air shows to national conventions of private fliers?to argue that almost every
aspect of private aviation reinforced the message that flying was by, for, and about men. The first scholarly
book to examine in detail the role of masculinity in aviation, Weekend Pilots adds new dimensions to our
understanding of embedded gender and its long-term effects.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Lopez:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Weekend Pilots: Technology, Masculinity, and
Private Aviation in Postwar America ended up being making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book Weekend
Pilots: Technology, Masculinity, and Private Aviation in Postwar America is not only giving you a lot more
new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book Weekend Pilots:
Technology, Masculinity, and Private Aviation in Postwar America. You never really feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Donald Wexler:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is Weekend Pilots: Technology, Masculinity, and Private Aviation in Postwar America.

Clement Williams:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Weekend Pilots: Technology, Masculinity, and Private Aviation in Postwar America your mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one application form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Weekend Pilots: Technology,
Masculinity, and Private Aviation in Postwar America giving you an additional experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Terrance Pitt:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Weekend Pilots: Technology,
Masculinity, and Private Aviation in Postwar America can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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