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Commons Democracy highlights a poorly understood dimension of democracy in the early United States. It
tells a story that, like the familiar one, begins in the Revolutionary era. But instead of the tale of the
Founders' high-minded ideals and their careful crafting of the safe framework for democracy--a
representative republican government--Commons Democracy examines the power of the democratic
spirit, the ideals and practices of everyday people in the early nation. As Dana D. Nelson reveals in this
illuminating work, the sensibility of participatory democratic activity fueled the involvement of ordinary folk
in resistance, revolution, state constitution-making, and early national civic dissent. The rich variety of
commoning customs and practices in the late colonies offered non-elite actors a tangible and durable
relationship to democratic power, one significantly different from the representative democracy that would
be institutionalized by the Framers in 1787. This democracy understood political power and liberties as
communal, not individual.

Ordinary folk practiced a democracy that was robustly participatory and insistently local. To help tell this
story, Nelson turns to early American authors--Hugh Henry Brackenridge, James Fenimore Cooper, Robert
Montgomery Bird, and Caroline Kirkland--who were engaged with conflicts that emerged from competing
ideals of democracy in the early republic, such as the Whiskey Rebellion and the Anti-Rent War as well as
the enclosure of the legal commons, anxieties about popular suffrage, and practices of frontier
equalitarianism. While Commons Democracy is about the capture of "democracy" for the official purposes of
state consolidation and expansion, it is also a story about the ongoing (if occluded) vitality of commons
democracy, of its power as part of our shared democratic history and its usefulness in the contemporary
toolkit of citizenship.
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From reader reviews:

Joycelyn Chambers:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Commons Democracy: Reading the Politics of
Participation in the Early United States. Try to make the book Commons Democracy: Reading the Politics of
Participation in the Early United States as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you
experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in
your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So ,
we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Timothy Holeman:

Here thing why this kind of Commons Democracy: Reading the Politics of Participation in the Early United
States are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in
the content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Commons Democracy: Reading the
Politics of Participation in the Early United States giving you information deeper as different ways, you can
find any guide out there but there is no book that similar with Commons Democracy: Reading the Politics of
Participation in the Early United States. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can
actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you
are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Commons Democracy: Reading the
Politics of Participation in the Early United States in e-book can be your alternative.

Charline Bynum:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Commons Democracy: Reading
the Politics of Participation in the Early United States can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these books have than the others?

Valerie Beauchamp:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. With
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the Commons Democracy: Reading the Politics of Participation in the Early United States when you needed



it?
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