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A major translation achievement, this anthology presents a rich assortment of classical Arabic poems and
literary prose, from pre-Islamic times until the 18th century, with short introductions to guide non-specialist
students and informative endnotes and bibliography for advanced scholars. Both entertaining and
informative, Classical Arabic Literature ranges from the early Bedouin poems with their evocation of desert
life to refined urban lyrical verse, from tender love poetry to sonorous eulogy and vicious lampoon, and from
the heights of mystical rapture to the frivolity of comic verse. Prose selections include anecdotes,
entertaining or edifying tales and parables, a fairy-tale, a bawdy story, samples of literary criticism, and
much more. With this anthology, distinguished Arabist Geert Jan van Gelder brings together well-known
texts as well as less familiar pieces new even to scholars. Classical Arabic Literature reveals the rich variety
of pre-modern Arabic social and cultural life, where secular texts flourished alongside religious ones. This
masterful anthology introduces this vibrant literary heritage including pieces translated into English for the
first time to a wide spectrum of new readers.
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From reader reviews:

Sergio Espinoza:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the book untitled Classical Arabic Literature: A Library of Arabic Literature Anthology can be very
good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Mark Mata:

The particular book Classical Arabic Literature: A Library of Arabic Literature Anthology has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Harold Bunch:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve
that need more time to be read. Classical Arabic Literature: A Library of Arabic Literature Anthology can be
your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Robert Dougherty:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Classical Arabic Literature: A Library of Arabic Literature Anthology when you essential
it?
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