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Bawdy satirical plays?many starring law clerks and seminarians?savaged corrupt officials and royal policies
in fifteenth- and sixteenth-century France. The Church and the royal court tolerated?and even
commissioned?such performances, the audiences for which included men and women from every social
class. From the mid-sixteenth century, however, local authorities began to temper and in some cases ban
such performances.

Sara Beam, in revealing how theater and politics were intimately intertwined, shows how the topics we joke
about in public reflect and shape larger religious and political developments. For Beam, the eclipse of the
vital tradition of satirical farce in late medieval and early modern France is a key aspect of the complex
political and cultural factors that prepared the way for the emergence of the absolutist state. In her view, the
Wars of Religion were the major reason attitudes toward the farceurs changed; local officials feared that
satirical theater would stir up violence, and Counter-Reformation Catholicism proved hostile to the
bawdiness that the clergy had earlier tolerated.

In demonstrating that the efforts of provincial urban officials prepared the way for the taming of popular
culture throughout France, Laughing Matters provides a compelling alternative to Norbert Elias's influential
notion of the "civilizing process," which assigns to the royal court at Versailles the decisive role in the shift
toward absolutism.
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From reader reviews:

Leah Pelton:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your knowledge
by the reserve entitled Laughing Matters: Farce and the Making of Absolutism in France. Try to stumble
through book Laughing Matters: Farce and the Making of Absolutism in France as your buddy. It means that
it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can
know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Pamela Cole:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Laughing Matters: Farce and the Making of
Absolutism in France book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Cecilia Moore:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Laughing Matters: Farce and the Making of Absolutism in France offer you a new
experience in examining a book.

Reuben Beaubien:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Laughing Matters: Farce and the
Making of Absolutism in France is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book.
It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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