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Building Ships, Building a Nation examines the rise and fall, during the rule of Park Chung Hee (1961-79),
of the combative labor union at the Korea Shipbuilding and Engineering Corporation (KSEC), which was
Korea's largest shipyard until Hyundai appeared on the scene in the early 1970s. Drawing on the union's
extraordinary and extensive archive, Hwasook Nam focuses on the perceptions, attitudes, and discourses of
the mostly male heavy-industry workers at the shipyard and on the historical and sociopolitical sources of
their militancy. Inspired by legacies of labor activism from the colonial and immediate postcolonial periods,
KSEC union workers fought for equality, dignity, and a voice for labor as they struggled to secure a living
wage that would support families.

The standard view of the South Korean labor movement sees little connection between the immediate
postwar era and the period since the 1970s and largely denies positive legacies coming from the period of
Japanese colonialism in Korea. Contrary to this conventional view, Nam charts the importance of these
historical legacies and argues that the massive mobilization of workers in the postwar years, even though it
ended in defeat, had a major impact on the labor movement in the following decades.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Salas:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Building
Ships, Building a Nation: Korea's Democratic Unionism Under Park Chung Hee (Korean Studies of the
Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it
has the opinion or you have other opinion?

June Ross:

The reason? Because this Building Ships, Building a Nation: Korea's Democratic Unionism Under Park
Chung Hee (Korean Studies of the Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Bertha Morrison:

Beside that Building Ships, Building a Nation: Korea's Democratic Unionism Under Park Chung Hee
(Korean Studies of the Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies) in your phone, it could give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Building Ships, Building a Nation: Korea's Democratic Unionism Under
Park Chung Hee (Korean Studies of the Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies) because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of.
Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read
it from currently!

Jacqueline Kellett:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we



know those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. With the book Building Ships, Building a Nation: Korea's Democratic Unionism Under Park
Chung Hee (Korean Studies of the Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies) we can consider more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book
Building Ships, Building a Nation: Korea's Democratic Unionism Under Park Chung Hee (Korean Studies of
the Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies). You can more inviting than now.
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