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Is our Greek and Roman heritage merely allusive and illusory? Or were our founders, and so our republican
beginnings, truly steeped in the stuff of antiquity? So far largely a matter of generalization and speculation,
the influence of Greek and Roman authors on our American forefathers finally becomes clear in this
fascinating book-the first comprehensive study of the founders' classical reading. Carl J. Richard begins by
examining how eighteenth-century social institutions in general and the educational system in particular
conditioned the founders to venerate the classics. He then explores the founders' various uses of classical
symbolism, models, "antimodels," mixed government theory, pastoralism, and philosophy, revealing in detail
the formative influence exerted by the classics, both directly and through the mediation of Whig and
American perspectives. In this analysis, we see how the classics not only supplied the principal basis for the
U.S. Constitution but also contributed to the founders' conception of human nature, their understanding of
virtue, and their sense of identity and purpose within a grand universal scheme. At the same time, we learn
how the classics inspired obsessive fear of conspiracies against liberty, which poisoned relations between
Federalists and Republicans. The shrewd ancients who molded Western civilization still have much to teach
us, Richard suggests. His account of the critical role they played in shaping our nation and our lives provides
a valuable lesson in the transcendent power of the classics.
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From reader reviews:

Inez Morales:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Founders and the
Classics: Greece, Rome, and the American Enlightenment. All type of book could you see on many methods.
You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

James Reveles:

Here thing why that The Founders and the Classics: Greece, Rome, and the American Enlightenment are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Founders and the Classics:
Greece, Rome, and the American Enlightenment giving you information deeper including different ways,
you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Founders and the Classics:
Greece, Rome, and the American Enlightenment. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You
can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Founders and the Classics: Greece, Rome,
and the American Enlightenment in e-book can be your alternative.

Dan Gray:

The actual book The Founders and the Classics: Greece, Rome, and the American Enlightenment will bring
someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Founders and the
Classics: Greece, Rome, and the American Enlightenment is much recommended to you to see. You can also
get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Jean Taylor:

The Founders and the Classics: Greece, Rome, and the American Enlightenment can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing The Founders and the Classics: Greece, Rome, and the American Enlightenment yet doesn't forget
the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.
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