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“The Blue Planet: Informal International Police Networks and National Intelligence,” makes a powerful
argument for why the United States needs to make better use of its federal law enforcement agencies abroad
as an integral part of our national counterterrorism strategy. Bayer’s book criticizes the primacy of the
military/intelligence model in our foreign counterintelligence strategy, arguing that the counterterrorism role
reserved for the FBI makes insufficient use of the global networking capabilities of our many other
American law enforcement agencies abroad. Bayer’s book makes an important contribution to the literature
on international governmental networks describing the unique ability that informal networks of cooperating
law enforcement agencies have to collect information about local conditions and local communities that may
prove crucial in identifying terrorist threats and preventing terrorist attacks. Bayer argues that such networks
have proven immensely successful in investigating organized crime, but that these capabilities have been
underused against international terrorist networks. By virtue of their omnipresence around the globe, police
are “natural anticipatory collectors” of vast amounts of information. They are for that reason well-placed to
detect suspicious activities—particularly given the overlap between terrorist cells and criminal networks.
Law enforcement personnel have a unique ability to draw on trust and a common culture with their
counterparts in other countries, resulting in a regular informal interchange of useful information. Bayer
recognizes the particular advantage that the police enjoy by virtue of their professional autonomy and
relative independence from the centers of political decision-making. The same forces that insulate them
politically facilitate close, albeit informal, cooperation between law enforcement agencies from such vastly
different legal systems as those of the United States, Cuba, China, and Indonesia. Informal police
cooperation thrives because it benefits not only powerful countries like the United States, which depend on
information flows from a large variety of cooperating countries, but also relatively weak police entities
seeking to increase their professionalism and autonomy from their own political centers. Given their special
access to sources of intelligence not easily exploitable by the intelligence establishment, law enforcement
agencies could play a much more important role than they currently do as full partners in a comprehensive
American counterterrorism strategy.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Tapia:

This book untitled The Blue Planet: Informal International Police Networks and National Intelligence to be
one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can
get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by using
online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your
list.

Marcy Madison:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When
you read this The Blue Planet: Informal International Police Networks and National Intelligence, you can
tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a reserve.

Pedro Turk:

The publication with title The Blue Planet: Informal International Police Networks and National Intelligence
posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This
particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition
of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book
will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you
can read the idea anywhere you want.

Glenn Remaley:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
to you is The Blue Planet: Informal International Police Networks and National Intelligence this publication
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.
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