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Please include this as the description: "On May 1, 1960, the news that the Soviet Union had downed a CIA
high-altitude spy plane added the names “U-2” and “Francis Gary Powers” to the convoluted narrative of
Cold War espionage. Yet this celebrated episode was only one aspect of an extraordinary history of covert,
high-tech intrusion of secret U.S. aircraft into other nations’ air space worldwide. Now, The Central
Intelligence Agency and Overhead Reconnaissance: The U-2 and Oxcart Programs offers an official,
comprehensive, and authoritative history of this manned overhead reconnaissance program. Long classified,
it describes not only the program's technological and bureaucratic aspects, but also its political and
international context. The book begins by carefully documenting the origins of the U-2, the top-secret testing
of the plane, its specially designed high-altitude cameras and complex life-support systems, and even the
suggested use of potassium cyanide capsules by the pilots if captured (it was up to each pilot to decide if he
wanted to take one with him?some did, most did not). Once operational, its flight over the USSR in July
1956 immediately made the U-2 the most important source of intelligence on the Soviet Union, but its use
against the Soviet target for which it was designed produced a persistent tension between its program
managers and President Eisenhower, with the former much more eager to expand its use and the latter going
along only reluctantly. After the 1960 U-2 incident and the capture of pilot Gary Francis Powers, the
President forbade any further U-2 flights over the USSR. This was hardly the end of the U-2’s participation
in the Cold War. From the Bay of Pigs and the Cuban missile crisis to the skies of Laos and North Vietnam,
the U-2 provided the same top-secret intelligence data as it had in the 1950s on revolts in Indonesia and
Tibet. Even after the end of the U-2 era, the CIA attempted to continue its work via the Oxcart project?the
A-12 surveillance aircraft?until fiscal pressures and CIA-Air Force rivalry caused its demise. Based upon
both full access to CIA records and extensive classified interviews of its participants, along with maps,
drawings, and low-resolution photographs, this important study provides an engrossing and timely look into
the development and implementation of a top-secret U.S. intelligence effort, its technological wizardry,
notable accomplishments?and the worldwide negative repercussions when it was revealed. Both fascinating
history and cautionary tale, The Central Intelligence Agency and Overhead Reconnaissance will be of
immense interest to students of military aviation, intelligence operations, international relations, history of
the Cold War."
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Lippert:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question
simply because just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of The Central Intelligence
Agency and Overhead Reconnaissance: The U-2 and OXCART Programs, 1954-1974 to read.

Sandra Bryson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Central Intelligence Agency and
Overhead Reconnaissance: The U-2 and OXCART Programs, 1954-1974 book written by well-known writer
we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written
in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
hesitation The Central Intelligence Agency and Overhead Reconnaissance: The U-2 and OXCART
Programs, 1954-1974 as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one book
that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this
kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.

Henry Woods:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and The Central Intelligence Agency and Overhead
Reconnaissance: The U-2 and OXCART Programs, 1954-1974 or maybe others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to add their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Central Intelligence
Agency and Overhead Reconnaissance: The U-2 and OXCART Programs, 1954-1974 to make your spare
time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Joseph Moody:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the



world. From the book The Central Intelligence Agency and Overhead Reconnaissance: The U-2 and
OXCART Programs, 1954-1974 we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become
creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book The Central Intelligence Agency and Overhead
Reconnaissance: The U-2 and OXCART Programs, 1954-1974. You can more desirable than now.
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