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Ever since the term "crowdsourcing" was coined in 2006 by Wired writer Jeff Howe, group activities ranging
from the creation of the Oxford English Dictionary to the choosing of new colors for M&Ms have been
labeled with this most buzz-generating of media buzzwords. In this accessible but authoritative account,
grounded in the empirical literature, Daren Brabham explains what crowdsourcing is, what it is not, and how
it works. Crowdsourcing, Brabham tells us, is an online, distributed problem solving and production model
that leverages the collective intelligence of online communities for specific purposes set forth by a
crowdsourcing organization -- corporate, government, or volunteer. Uniquely, it combines a bottom-up,
open, creative process with top-down organizational goals. Crowdsourcing is not open source production,
which lacks the top-down component; it is not a market research survey that offers participants a short list of
choices; and it is qualitatively different from predigital open innovation and collaborative production
processes, which lacked the speed, reach, rich capability, and lowered barriers to entry enabled by the
Internet. Brabham describes the intellectual roots of the idea of crowdsourcing in such concepts as collective
intelligence, the wisdom of crowds, and distributed computing. He surveys the major issues in
crowdsourcing, including crowd motivation, the misconception of the amateur participant, crowdfunding,
and the danger of "crowdsploitation" of volunteer labor, citing real-world examples from Threadless,
InnoCentive, and other organizations. And he considers the future of crowdsourcing in both theory and
practice, describing its possible roles in journalism, governance, national security, and science and health.
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From reader reviews:

Daniele Vaugh:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Crowdsourcing (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series).

William Butcher:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Crowdsourcing (The
MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this
era. The book untitled Crowdsourcing (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series)is the one of several
books which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this
guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a
large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this
book.

Dallas Richardson:

The e-book untitled Crowdsourcing (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) is the book that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The
language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was
did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Crowdsourcing (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge
series) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Bonnie Parker:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is definitely Crowdsourcing (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series).
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