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The notion of a distinct “wisdom tradition” in ancient Israel has a long history—but does it have a basis in
the evidence? Mark R. Sneed argues for a redefinition of the wisdom literature as a loosely cohering
collection of books aimed at educating scribal apprentices in moral instruction and the art of living. He
presents archaeological and literary data illustrating scribal culture and pedagogy in the ancient Near East
and draws a portrait of Israel’s scribal culture, on the basis of which he argues that Israel’s wisdom literature
was meant to complement, not to compete with, other modes of literature in the Hebrew Bible. The result is a
surprising new picture of the authors and tradents of the wisdom materials alongside the rich mixture of other
traditions in ancient Israel, a presentation carried out with regard to Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Sirach,
Wisdom, and the wisdom writings in the Dead Sea Scrolls. Features include informational sidebars, photos,
diagrams, and maps illustrating archaeological discoveries.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Jones:

Here thing why that The Social World of the Sages: An Introduction to Israelite and Jewish Wisdom
Literature are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Social World of the Sages: An
Introduction to Israelite and Jewish Wisdom Literature giving you information deeper as different ways, you
can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with The Social World of the Sages: An
Introduction to Israelite and Jewish Wisdom Literature. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is
possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Social World of the Sages: An
Introduction to Israelite and Jewish Wisdom Literature in e-book can be your choice.

Kurt Hooper:

The particular book The Social World of the Sages: An Introduction to Israelite and Jewish Wisdom
Literature has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was
published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. That book
very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Marlin Peterson:

The Social World of the Sages: An Introduction to Israelite and Jewish Wisdom Literature can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing The Social World of the Sages: An Introduction to Israelite and Jewish
Wisdom Literature nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into
new stage of crucial considering.

Annette Spafford:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Social World of the Sages: An
Introduction to Israelite and Jewish Wisdom Literature can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book
you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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