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Connected at the chest by a band of flesh, Chang and Eng Bunker toured the United States and the world
from the 1820s to the 1870s, placing themselves and their extraordinary bodies on exhibit as "freaks of
nature" and "Oriental curiosities." More famously known as the Siamese twins, they eventually settled in
rural North Carolina, married two white sisters, became slave owners, and fathered twenty-one children
between them. Though the brothers constantly professed their normality, they occupied a strange space in
nineteenth-century America. They spoke English, attended church, became American citizens, and backed
the Confederacy during the Civil War. Yet in life and death, the brothers were seen by most Americans as
"monstrosities," an affront they were unable to escape.

Joseph Andrew Orser chronicles the twins' history, their sometimes raucous journey through antebellum
America, their domestic lives in North Carolina, and what their fame revealed about the changing racial and
cultural landscape of the United States. More than a biography of the twins, the result is a study of
nineteenth-century American culture and society through the prism of Chang and Eng that reveals how
Americans projected onto the twins their own hopes and fears.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Nathanson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write
about the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them
is this The Lives of Chang and Eng: Siam's Twins in Nineteenth-Century America.

Katherin Buerger:

The reason? Because this The Lives of Chang and Eng: Siam's Twins in Nineteenth-Century America is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I
will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Mildred Kelly:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is The Lives of Chang and Eng: Siam's Twins in Nineteenth-Century America
this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited
all of you.

Shelly Reder:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Lives of Chang and Eng: Siam's Twins in
Nineteenth-Century America to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just



read it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to
like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the book The Lives of Chang and Eng: Siam's Twins in
Nineteenth-Century America can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of the time.
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