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It was the greatest love story of the middle ages.

Abelard was a brilliant philosopher in Paris. Heloise, his student and 15 years his junior, was a poet already
famous for her learning, a woman with a uniquely powerful insight into her own feelings.

The letters they wrote to each other - some of which have only recently come to light - open a miraculous
window onto the story of their affair.

We know about their terms of endearment, about the passion of their lovemaking, of stolen moments in
churches, of their erotic play.

The letters tell the story of the birth of their child, of their secret marriage and the violence and tragedy
which followed, culminating in a brutal attack in which Abelard was castrated.

In panic and shame the couple separated to continue their lives - and very successful careers - in monasteries.
But their love continued through their letters.

Praise for Heloise and Abelard

'A great story' - The Spectator

'Burge opens up this tale with great sympathy and directness' - Daily Mail

'The most striking part of the book is its modernity ... Burge achieves something truly difficult: he reminds
us that, for Abelard and Heloise, their world was as new, risky and unpredictable as ours is.' - Sunday Times

'Burge is excellent at empathy. He keeps you alive to the agony of Abelard ... [and] makes a moving, likeable
document of an extraordinary love.' - Scotland on Sunday

'Intelligent, clearly written, and, perhaps inevitably, heart-rending ... Burge is rather in love with Heloise
himself: she writes, thinks and feels exquisitely' - Independent on Sunday

James Burge is a television programme-maker turned writer. He has written two acclaimed non-fiction
books about the Middle Ages: Heloise and Abelard and Dante’s Invention. He has also written historical
novellas starting with The Murders on the Grand Pont. He lives in London.

 Endeavour Press is the UK's leading independent digital publisher. For more information on our
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From reader reviews:

Jolie Browne:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Heloise and Abelard: A
Twelfth-Century Love Story is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Edward Salazar:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Heloise and Abelard: A Twelfth-Century Love Story can be
excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Clarence Anderson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Heloise and Abelard: A Twelfth-Century Love Story why because
the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.

Dawn Bliss:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the
books in the top record in your reading list is Heloise and Abelard: A Twelfth-Century Love Story. This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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