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"An excellent study of the antislavery struggle in the streets and black alleys of Washington, D.C. The book
is exceptionally well constructed. The argument is clear and easy to follow."-American Historical Review
While many scholars have examined the slavery disputes in the halls of Congress, Subversives is the first
history of practical abolitionism in the streets, homes, and places of business of the nation's capital. Historian
Stanley Harrold looks beyond resolutions, platforms, and debates to describe how desperate African
Americans - both free and slave - and sympathetic whites engaged in a dangerous day-to-day campaign to
drive the "peculiar institution" out of Washington, D.C., and the Chesapeake region. That slavery was both
vulnerable and vicious in Washington is at the heart of Harrold's study. Northern and foreign visitors were
outraged by its existence in the seat of American government. For the South, Washington was a vital
stronghold at the section's border. As economic changes caused slavery's decline in the Chesapeake and
masters dismembered slave families by selling them South, local African Americans sought and received the
support of a small number of whites eager to strike a blow against slavery in a strategic and very symbolic
setting. Together they formed a subversive community that flourished in and about the city from the late
1820s through the mid-1860s. Risking beatings, mob violence, imprisonment, and death, these men and
women distributed abolitionist literature, purchased the freedom of slaves, sued to prevent families from
being separated, and aided escape efforts. Harrold overcomes the secrecy inherent in Washington's
antislavery community to document its formation and activities with remarkable detail and perception. He
shows how slaveholders and their sympathizers fought to reinforce their hold on a system under attack and
how the dissidents raised a radical challenge to the existing social order simply by engaging in interracial
cooperation. While some subversives held power as politicians and journalists, most were obscure
individuals. Black and white women played an important role. PRAISE FOR THE BOOK "An excellent
study of the antislavery struggle in the streets and black alleys of Washington, D.C. The book is
exceptionally well constructed. The argument is clear and easy to follow."-American Historical Review
"Compelling reading. Focusing on antislavery battles below the Mason-Dixon line, Harrole masterfully
recasts well-known historical incidents . . . withing a southern context. With Subversives Harrold has placed
the discussion of assisted flight from the slave South nearer to the center of antislavery studies."-Journal of
African American History
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Stewart:

This Subversives: Antislavery Community in Washington, D.C., 1828--1865 (Antislavery, Abolition, and the
Atlantic World) are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason
of this Subversives: Antislavery Community in Washington, D.C., 1828--1865 (Antislavery, Abolition, and
the Atlantic World) can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
people. Beside that this Subversives: Antislavery Community in Washington, D.C., 1828--1865 (Antislavery,
Abolition, and the Atlantic World) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving
you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Lori Gonzales:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Subversives: Antislavery Community in Washington, D.C., 1828--1865 (Antislavery, Abolition, and the
Atlantic World), you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge
can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Walter Pyle:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
long to reading a e-book. The book Subversives: Antislavery Community in Washington, D.C., 1828--1865
(Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to
develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone.
The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Merlin Doyle:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they



will get large amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we
will say absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read will be Subversives: Antislavery Community in Washington, D.C., 1828--1865 (Antislavery, Abolition,
and the Atlantic World).
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