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Fourth grade is ground zero in the fierce debates about education reform in America. It’s when kids (well,
some of them) make the shift from “learning to read” to “reading to learn,” and tomes have been written
about the fourth-grade year by educators, administrators, philosophers, and pundits. Now, in a fascinating
and groundbreaking book, Inda Schaenen adds the voices of actual fourth-grade kids to the conversation.

Schaenen, a journalist turned educator, spent a year traveling across the state of Missouri, the geographical
and spiritual center of the country, visiting fourth-grade classrooms of every description: public, private,
urban, rural, religious, charter. Speaking of Fourth Grade looks at how our different approaches to education
stack up against one another and chronicles what kids at the heart of our great, democratic education
experiment have to say about “What Makes a Good Teacher” and “What Makes a Good Student,” as well as
what they think about the Accelerated Reader programs that dominate public school classrooms, high-stakes
testing, and the very purpose of school in the first place.

A brilliant and original work at the intersection of oral history, sociology, and journalism, Speaking of
Fourth Grade offers unique insight into the personal consequences of national education policy. The voices
of the children in Speaking of Fourth Grade will stay with readers—parents, teachers, and others—for many
years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Juan McCain:

Here thing why this specific Speaking of Fourth Grade: What Listening to Kids Tells Us About School in
America are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in
the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Speaking of Fourth Grade: What
Listening to Kids Tells Us About School in America giving you information deeper since different ways, you
can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with Speaking of Fourth Grade: What
Listening to Kids Tells Us About School in America. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up
your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around
you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you
are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Speaking of Fourth Grade: What
Listening to Kids Tells Us About School in America in e-book can be your substitute.

Sarah Winship:

Typically the book Speaking of Fourth Grade: What Listening to Kids Tells Us About School in America
will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book
Speaking of Fourth Grade: What Listening to Kids Tells Us About School in America is much recommended
to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the
book.

Daniel Carter:

Speaking of Fourth Grade: What Listening to Kids Tells Us About School in America can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Speaking of Fourth Grade: What Listening to Kids Tells Us About School
in America but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial pondering.

Ann Amos:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Speaking of Fourth Grade: What Listening
to Kids Tells Us About School in America as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for



teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case,
beside science guide, any other book likes Speaking of Fourth Grade: What Listening to Kids Tells Us About
School in America to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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