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In the Forbidden City and other palaces around Beijing, Emperor Qianlong (r. 1736-1795) surrounded
himself with monumental paintings of architecture, gardens, people, and faraway places. The best artists of
the imperial painting academy, including a number of European missionary painters, used Western
perspectival illusionism to transform walls and ceilings with visually striking images that were also deeply
meaningful to Qianlong. These unprecedented works not only offer new insights into late imperial China’s
most influential emperor, but also reflect one way in which Chinese art integrated and domesticated foreign
ideas.

In Imperial Illusions, Kristina Kleutghen examines all known surviving examples of the Qing court
phenomenon of “scenic illusion paintings” (tongjinghua), which today remain inaccessible inside the
Forbidden City. Produced at the height of early modern cultural exchange between China and Europe, these
works have received little scholarly attention. Richly illustrated, Imperial Illusions offers the first
comprehensive investigation of the aesthetic, cultural, perceptual, and political importance of these
illusionistic paintings essential to Qianlong’s world.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Perdue:

The particular book Imperial Illusions: Crossing Pictorial Boundaries in the Qing Palaces (Art History
Publication Initiative) will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you.
The book Imperial Illusions: Crossing Pictorial Boundaries in the Qing Palaces (Art History Publication
Initiative) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so
you can more easily to read the book.

James Brier:

The reserve with title Imperial Illusions: Crossing Pictorial Boundaries in the Qing Palaces (Art History
Publication Initiative) has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read
this book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented
the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
This book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Sylvia Medina:

The book Imperial Illusions: Crossing Pictorial Boundaries in the Qing Palaces (Art History Publication
Initiative) has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written
by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

David Gaiter:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching
from it. It is referred to as of book Imperial Illusions: Crossing Pictorial Boundaries in the Qing Palaces (Art
History Publication Initiative). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book,
it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware
about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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