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Among the Old Order Mennonite and Amish communities of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, the coming of
the telephone posed a serious challenge to the longstanding traditions of work, worship, silence, and visiting.
In 1907, Mennonites crafted a compromise in order to avoid a church split and grudgingly allowed
telephones for lay people while prohibiting telephone ownership among the clergy. By 1909, the Amish had
banned the telephone completely from their homes. Since then, the vigorous and sometimes painful debates
about the meaning of the telephone reveal intense concerns about the maintenance of boundaries between the
community and the outside world and the processes Old Order communities use to confront and mediate
change.

In Holding the Line, Diane Zimmerman Umble offers a historical and ethnographic study of how the Old
Order Mennonites and Amish responded to and accommodated the telephone from the turn of the twentieth
century to the present. For Old Order communities, Umble writes, appropriate use of the telephone marks the
edges of appropriate association?who can be connected to whom, in what context, and under what
circumstances. Umble's analysis of the social meaning of the telephone explores the effect of technology on
community identity and the maintenance of cultural values through the regulation of the means of
communication.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Goodman:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you do?
Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact just their can
do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Holding the Line: The Telephone in Old Order
Mennonite and Amish Life (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) to read.

Jonathan Sanders:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while
is reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this Holding the Line: The
Telephone in Old Order Mennonite and Amish Life (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) book as beginner
and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Carlos Mendoza:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Holding the Line: The Telephone in Old
Order Mennonite and Amish Life (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) is our recommendation to help you
keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Eun Russell:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense
happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Holding the Line:
The Telephone in Old Order Mennonite and Amish Life (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) is kind of e-
book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.
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