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A young woman moves across an ocean to uncover the truth about her grandparents' mysterious
estrangement and pieces together the extraordinary story of their wartime experiences
 
In 1948, after surviving World War II by escaping Nazi-occupied France for refugee camps in Switzerland,
the author's grandparents, Anna and Armand, bought an old stone house in a remote, picturesque village in
the South of France. Five years later, Anna packed her bags and walked out on Armand, taking the
typewriter and their children. Aside from one brief encounter, the two never saw or spoke to each other
again, never remarried, and never revealed what had divided them forever.

A Fifty-Year Silence is the deeply involving account of Miranda Richmond Mouillot's journey to find out
what happened between her grandmother, a physician, and her grandfather, an interpreter at the Nuremberg
Trials, who refused to utter his wife's name aloud after she left him.  To discover the roots of their embittered
and entrenched silence, Miranda abandons her plans for the future and moves to their stone house, now a
crumbling ruin; immerses herself in letters, archival materials, and secondary sources; and teases stories out
of her reticent, and declining, grandparents.  As she reconstructs how Anna and Armand braved
overwhelming odds and how the knowledge her grandfather acquired at Nuremberg destroyed their
relationship, Miranda wrestles with the legacy of trauma, the burden of history, and the complexities of
memory.  She also finds herself learning how not only to survive but to thrive – making a home in the village
and falling in love.

With warmth, humor, and rich, evocative details that bring her grandparents' outsize characters and their
daily struggles vividly to life, A Fifty-Year Silence is a heartbreaking, uplifting love story spanning two
continents and three generations.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Helen McCormick:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that
question since just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular A Fifty-Year Silence: Love,
War, and a Ruined House in France to read.

Aimee Buffington:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name A Fifty-Year
Silence: Love, War, and a Ruined House in France suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous
writer in this era. The particular book untitled A Fifty-Year Silence: Love, War, and a Ruined House in
Franceis the one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The
author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this
publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world within this book.

Ryan Barrett:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from that. 1
activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already been
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love A Fifty-Year Silence: Love, War, and a Ruined
House in France, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Robert Tanaka:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Fifty-Year Silence: Love, War, and a Ruined
House in France can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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