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Posthumously published to wide acclaim, The Lettered City is a vitally important work by one of Latin
America’s most highly respected theorists. Angel Rama’s groundbreaking study—presented here in its first
English translation—provides an overview of the power of written discourse in the historical formation of
Latin American societies, and highlights the central role of cities in deploying and reproducing that power.
To impose order on a vast New World empire, the Iberian monarchs created carefully planned cities where
institutional and legal powers were administered through a specialized cadre of elite men called letrados; it
is the urban nexus of lettered culture and state power that Rama calls “the lettered city.”
Starting with the colonial period, Rama undertakes a historical analysis of the hegemonic influences of the
written word. He explores the place of writing and urbanization in the imperial designs of the Iberian
colonialists and views the city both as a rational order of signs representative of Enlightenment progress and
as the site where the Old World is transformed—according to detailed written instructions—in the New. His
analysis continues by recounting the social and political challenges faced by the letrados as their roles in
society widened to include those of journalist, fiction writer, essayist, and political leader, and how those
roles changed through the independence movements of the nineteenth century. The coming of the twentieth
century, and especially the gradual emergence of a mass reading public, brought further challenges. Through
a discussion of the currents and countercurrents in turn-of-the-century literary life, Rama shows how the city
of letters was finally “revolutionized.”
Already crucial in setting the terms for debate concerning the complex relationships among intellectuals,
national formations, and the state, this elegantly written and translated work will be read by Latin American
scholars in a wide range of disciplines, and by students and scholars in the fields of anthropology, cultural
geography, and postcolonial studies.
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From reader reviews:

Dolores Stiger:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Lettered City (Post-Contemporary Interventions). Try to stumble
through book The Lettered City (Post-Contemporary Interventions) as your friend. It means that it can being
your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Billy Anderson:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being
bored faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should
answer that question because just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that The Lettered
City (Post-Contemporary Interventions) to read.

Donna Bohannon:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Lettered City (Post-
Contemporary Interventions) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Daniel Downey:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book The Lettered City (Post-Contemporary Interventions) was
colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Lettered City (Post-
Contemporary Interventions) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto
or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading that will.
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