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The end of slavery in the United States inspired conflicting visions of the future for all Americans in the
nineteenth century, black and white, slave and free. The black child became a figure upon which people
projected their hopes and fears about slavery's abolition. As a member of the first generation of African
Americans raised in freedom, the black child freedom's child offered up the possibility that blacks might
soon enjoy the same privileges as whites: landownership, equality, autonomy. Yet for most white
southerners, this vision was unwelcome, even frightening. Many northerners, too, expressed doubts about the
consequences of abolition for the nation and its identity as a white republic. From the 1850s and the Civil
War to emancipation and the official end of Reconstruction in 1877, Raising Freedom's Child examines slave
emancipation and opposition to it as a far-reaching, national event with profound social, political, and
cultural consequences. Mary Niall Mitchell analyzes multiple views of the black child in letters,
photographs, newspapers, novels, and court cases to demonstrate how Americans contested and defended
slavery and its abolition. With each chapter, Mitchell narrates an episode in the lives of freedom's children,
from debates over their education and labor to the future of racial classification and American citizenship.
Raising Freedom's Child illustrates how intensely the image of the black child captured the imaginations of
many Americans during the upheavals of the Civil War era. Through public struggles over the black child,
Mitchell argues, Americans by turns challenged and reinforced the racial inequality fostered under slavery in
the United States. Only with the triumph of segregation in public schools in 1877 did the black child lose her
central role in the national debate over civil rights, a role she would not play again until the 1950s.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Exum:

The book Raising Freedom's Child: Black Children and Visions of the Future after Slavery (American
History and Culture) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Raising Freedom's Child: Black
Children and Visions of the Future after Slavery (American History and Culture) to get your habit, you can
get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Raising Freedom's Child:
Black Children and Visions of the Future after Slavery (American History and Culture). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Jeffrey Chambers:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Raising Freedom's Child: Black
Children and Visions of the Future after Slavery (American History and Culture) is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Robert McCauley:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense
happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Raising Freedom's
Child: Black Children and Visions of the Future after Slavery (American History and Culture) is kind of e-
book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Roy Jordan:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
item when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Raising Freedom's Child:
Black Children and Visions of the Future after Slavery (American History and Culture) to make your reading
is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the book
Raising Freedom's Child: Black Children and Visions of the Future after Slavery (American History and



Culture) can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of that time.
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